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Original Abstract as Submitted

As a new engineering librarian, the first 9 months of my service at UCSC has involved actively
listening and engaging with engineering students to hear more about their UCSC experience. | have
also met with faculty to hear about research activities being incorporated into their courses. | found
that the undergraduate engineering curriculum relies heavily on problem sets, and students may not
be asked to complete a research paper until their junior or senior year.

Despite the lack of early IL emphasis, faculty identified information literacy and the critical evaluation
of sources as something they would like to see students improve. Several have noted students’
struggle to discern reliable sources in their research. Presently, library interventions are limited to a
small number of required research courses late in a students’ program. Interviews and focus groups
with students indicate that students are eager to gain more research experience, but are unsure
where to build those skills outside of the classroom.

| would like to investigate possible avenues for expanding the availability and relevancy of IL
instruction for undergraduate engineering students. In order to do this, | need to increase my
understanding of IL in a heavily quantitative field, how other institutions approach IL, and research
trends in engineering education.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

During the course of this grant, | was able to travel to ASEE, the American Society for Engineering
Education, where | attended workshops specifically addressing the research design process specific
to undergraduates enrolled in engineering programs. | also attended workshops designed by
graduate students discussing their experiences as undergraduates.

Being able to attend and network with diverse voices in the field had a tremendous impact of my
understanding of engineering undergraduate student needs.

Is your project completed?

® Yes
O No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

| traveled to the ASEE Conference in Baltimore, Maryland, from June 25-28. Expenditures were as
expected, and LAUC R&PD Funds were used to supplement

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

Results have been shared with UCSC librarians during staff presentations, and are routinely engaged
to move project ideas forward.
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