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|LGBTQ History: The 1952 Immigration and Nationality Act |
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Original Abstract as Submitted

This project intends to examine both the published and unpublished record during the passage of the
1952 Immigration and Nationality Act. The 1952 law updated the Immigration and Naturalization Act
of 1917. While the 1917 law used the phrase “constitutionally psychopathic” as a catch-all for all
mental health exclusions of immigrants, and included homosexuality without stating it, the 1952 law
specifically defines homosexuality as being akin to “constitutionally psychopathic.” What was the
reasoning for this? What do the internal committee and other congressional documents say that can
shed additional light on this topic? To answer this, | will examine the internal committee documents
found in the National Archives and the archives of both chairs of the House and Senate Judiciary
who worked on and passed the act. | plan to publish my findings in a journal article. Knowing this
history can help us better understand both the inner workings of Congress and how perceptions of
sexual minorities have evolved since that time.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

When the grant was awarded in January 2020, | started making travel plans to visit the National
Archives in Washington, DC, with trips planned for April and October of 2020 to the additional two
archives. However, these plans changed with the Covid-19 Pandemic. Due to a couple of different
factors (mainly archives | needed to visit not being reliably open until 2022 and competing work
responsibilities), | was not able to travel until spring 2023 when | was able to do the three trips in the
span of 2 months. The trips proved to be fruitful in several ways. However what | was looking to find
within the archives did not pan out in the way | had hoped: there were only brief mentions of the
phrase "constitutionally psychopathic” in the many boxes and folders of print archives | examined,
though many other groups of people were discussed (Mexican immigrants, Asian immigrants,
displaced people from WWII, etc). In reviewing all this information, | am planning a different sort of
article that what | originally envisioned: focusing on the legislative history of the act and how the
committee discussed and treated the various community of immigrants and their reasoning. | may be
able to produce 2-3 articles over the next few years.

Is your project completed?

O Yes
(® No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?

The visits to the archives funded by the grant to gather information are complete. | am now in the
process of reviewing the information | have gathered and will begin the writing process soon. Given
the constraints on my professional life, | estimate this will take 6-12 months to do, with the first of two
articles completed within a year. No additional funding is needed.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

The two main differences between my original budget and what | ended up spending have to do with
the impact of inflation in 2022-23 and the fact that my family no longer lives in Reno, NV (the location

of one of the archives). | was approved to use my local professional development funds to cover any
cost differences between the grant and my expenses.

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

| plan to write at least 2 articles based on the information | was able to obtain during these research
trips. The first article will be a legislative history of this act. My original intention was to have this act's
connection to LGBTQ history be the focus, but with the lack of information found, this will have to be
part of a broader article on how several communities were impacted by this law, and as far as | can
tell, little of this information has been cited in previous research. The second article | plan would have

an audience of librarians and would provide key points on how advise someone needing to visit the
National Archives.




Librarians Association of the
University of California

SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET INFORMATION
This Sheet Must Accompany the Grant Application

PER DIEM
Please indicate the source of the per diem rates used in the application

a. Federal Government
b. University
c. Other
d. Other
Location Rate Source
1. Washington, DC $96 Federal Government
2
3.
4.
5.
TRAVEL

Please indicate the source of the travel information used in the application

a. Federal Government

b. University

c. Internet Search (list which service used)

d. Travel Agency

e. Other
Location Type Amount Rate Source
1 Washington, DC hotel $1536 $256/night  Fed Gov
2. SFO to DCA air $423/f1t Fed Gov
3. Home to Reno, NV personal car $0.58/mile  Fed Gov
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LAUC Research Grant Budget (Actual)

Copies Made
Means of Food and Ground at the
Trip Purpose Date of Travel Transportation Travel Cost Hotel Cost Incedentals Transportation Archive*** Total per trip
Committees Archive (National
Washington, DC Archives) April 22-28, 2023  Air $484.90 $1,273.65 $369.72 $130.20 n/a $2,228.57
Celler's Archive and Committee's
Archive (Library of Congress and
Washington, DC National Archives) May 6-12, 2023  Air $533.40 $1,336.85 $411.92 $122.30 n.a $2,404.47
McCarran's Archive (Univ of Nevada,
Reno, NV* Reno) June 11-16, 2023 Personal Car $297.18 $733.20 $308.51 n/a n/a $1,338.89
Total Spent $5,971.93
LAUC Research Grant $4,622.00
*Family no longer living in Reno at the time of travel so had to fund a hotel stay. Local Prof Dev Funds $1,349.93

**Additional funds paid from local professional development funds
***All archives allowed for digital imaging of documents at no charge.
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