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Primary Applicant

Co-Applicant(s)

Adam Siegel
Campus of Primary Applicant

Type of Report (i.e. Annual or End of Funding)

Davis

End of Funding

E-Mail Address of Primary Applicant

Date of Report

apsiegel@ucdavis.edu

19 November 2021

TITLE OF PROJECT
An Obscured Tradition: A History and Materia Medica of Ashkenazi Herbalism in Eastern Europe

Award Amount

Award Year (e.g. 2021-2022)

2420

2019-2020

Original Abstract as Submitted
I am co-author on a history and materia medica of herbal/traditional medicinal practices among
Ashkenazi Jews in Eastern Europe (to be published by North Atlantic Books in 2021). I will use
LAUC research funds to undertake archival research at the following institutions: YIVO (New York),
the Ukrainian Free Academy of Sciences (UVAN) (New York). These archives contain ethnographic
data compiled by YIVO and the Soviet government in Poland and the Soviet Union during the
interwar period. Research funds, coupled with my individual professional development allocation and
my publisher’s advance, will fund a two-week visit to New York in the spring of 2020.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION
Please respond to the following as appropriate:
- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.
- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.
- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?
- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).
- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.
- What would you do differently next time, if anything?
The pandemic prevented me from conducting this research and I never drew upon these funds.
However, I was able to complete the book which was published earlier this year.

Is your project completed?
Yes
No
If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.
N/A

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS
What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.
Cohen, Deatra, and Adam Siegel. Ashkenazi Herbalism: Rediscovering the Herbal Traditions of
Eastern European Jews . Berkeley, California: North Atlantic Books, 2021. Print.

