MAUREEN RUSSELL

STATEMENT:

| have worked at UCLA for over 25 years; | began Library life in the Research Library as a
student assistant. | have always believed in supporting and participating in library and library-
related organizations that can offer a means for discussion, debate, camaraderie, and professional
growth. I have been an active member of LAUC since | became a professional Librarian at
UCLA. As two-time LAUC-LA Chair, | hope | was able to provide a voice for all UCLA
Librarians. As the current Committee on Appointments, Promotions and Advancements (CAPA)
Chair, 1 work with the other six members of CAPA to advise the University Librarian on
appointments, promotions, merit increases, and career status actions in the Librarian Series.

LAUC advises the Office of the President, the campus administration, and the Library
administration on Library operations and policies, on the professional standards, rights,
privileges, and obligations of LAUC members, and on the planning, evaluation, and
implementation of programs, services, or technological changes in the University Libraries.

The question now being asked across California is, “How can the University of California best
serve the state in the years ahead and maintain access, quality, and affordability in a time of
diminishing resources?” Librarians are likely to see a future of less money and fewer staff.
Some campuses have already experienced the closing and/or consolidation of branch libraries.
And there are other changes and challenges ahead. Students and researchers are coming to
expect open access to digital assets, as well as easy access to licensed digital resources.
Librarians must respond to these changing information needs. The University of California is a
major research institution and the Library and its Librarians are at the heart of this research
mission. We can and should collaborate in the development of best practices for delivering high
quality research experiences to undergraduate, graduate, professional school students, post-
doctoral fellows, and faculty. We must be strong and vocal advocates for the Library and
Librarians. As the LAUC President, | would work to ensure that the advisory voice of LAUC,
and its constituent Librarians, is heard.
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