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TITLE OF PROJECT

|Committee on Research Materials on Southeast Asia: Reflections, Challenges, and Opportunities |
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152,494 | [2021-2022 |

Original Abstract as Submitted

The Committee on Research Materials on Southeast Asia (CORMOSEA) was founded in 1969 by the late Professor Fred
\W. Riggs at the University of Hawaii at Manoa as a national committee under the auspices of the Southeast Asia Council
of the Association for Asian Studies (AAS).

CORMOSEA is the professional organization for Southeast Asia librarians in the US to work together in curating scholarly
content, and in cataloging, preserving, and delivering information to the Southeast Asia academic community at any time
from anywhere in the world. In June 2019, CORMOSEA received a 5-year grant of $1.2 million from the Henry Luce
Foundation to create a digital, open-access Southeast Asia Library.

[The purpose of this research is to examine the corpus of AAS records (1947-1988) held in the Bentley Historical Library
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which includes a significant amount of CORMOSEA archive and relevant Southeast Asian
studies files. This research is expected to shed new light on the founding history of CORMOSEA, as well as the
leadership decisions of pioneering faculty and librarians in spearheading viable national and international projects for
Southeast Asia scholarship and curatorship in the US during the early years of CORMOSEA's history. This research will
be published as a paper tentatively titled "CORMOSEA: Reflections, Challenges,and Opportunities" as part of an effort to
preserve CORMOSEA's intellectual legacy. It will also serve as an invaluable, insightful, and impactful research reference
source for training the next generation of US Southeast Asia librarians.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

Given the restricted access to the Bentley Historical Library beyond our control, we conducted a
survey of US-based Southeast Asia librarians to shift more of a focus to the current state of
Southeast Asia librarianship in the US. The survey covered collection development priorities past
and present, cataloging strategies, and priorities for the Southeast Asia Digital Library (which
received a $1.2 million grant from the Henry Luce Foundation in 2019), as well as general challenges
and opportunities that Southeast Asia librarians are facing on the horizon.

\We offered a few joint virtual presentations about our work in progress in our respective institutions.
If we would have a chance to conduct archival research again, we probably will not select archival
collections with restricted online or onsite access during an unprecedented pandemic outbreak in the
past three years.

Is your project completed?

O Yes
(® No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?

The pandemic disruptions created an enormous impact on our project. We hope to seek another
opportunity to visit the Bentley Historical Library for physical access to the CORMOSEA archives.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

Here is the original budget:

*Total amount requested from LAUC statewide research funds: $2,994.40

*LAUC only approved $2,494

\We spent $126.50 out of the LAUC budget allocation $2,494 on duplication services at the Bentley Historical Library. The
remaining balance ($2,368) was spent on hiring UC Berkeley work study undergraduate students by hour ($16.32)

supervised by Virginia Shih to assist with scanning local files, searching online resources, and providing clerical support
in spring 2022.

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

e have published an open access article entitled "Southeast Asia Librarianship: Past and Future" in the online Asian/Pacific American Librarians
IAssociation Newsletter:

https://www.apalaweb.org/southeast-asia-librarianship-past-and-future

e will publish the results of our work as an article entitted "CORMOSEA (Committee on Research Materials on Southeast Asia): Reflections,
Challenges, and Opportunities in Times of COVID-19" on the CORMOSEA webpage, and other open access venues by December 2022. As we review
the historical documents we managed to obtain, we will be including more historical context and framing in our communications. LAUC funding support
will be appropriately acknowledged in all published works.
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