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Original Abstract as Submitted

This multi-year research project has undergone some unexpected delays since | first conceived of it
as a Townsend Center for the Humanities Fellow back in 2019. As the Romance Languages
Librarian at Berkeley since 2007, | regularly assist students and faculty on their library research for
both known and unknown sources yet seldom delve into the iterative processes of their actual
research.The project is an opportunity for me to immerse myself as a scholar in the transatlantic
research process and conduct archival literary research in France on one of the most important
French writers of the 20th century at Le Centre de Documentation Albert Camus in Aix-en-Provence
where the bulk of his papers are archived.

This is not a typical research and professional development project as | am deliberately shifting my
role from librarian to researcher to better inform my career and practice as an academic librarian. On
one level, the project will have impact on my ability to aid future researchers and librarians whose
work involves similar types of literary research in European libraries and archives. On another level,
the output of the research will contribute to the already rich corpus of scholarship on Albert Camus
and hopefully locate and bring to the surface little known or unknown primary sources related to the
final and tragic year of the writer’s life.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

Thanks the LAUC mini-grant and other funding sources, | was able to conduct onsite archival research in
June 2023 at the Centre de Documentation Albert Camus in Aix-en-Provence.Specifically, | examined
unpublished correspondances between Camus an others. Because some letters were taken out of the
archive, | was invited to go to Camus' home to consult some of these. The corpora of letters and memos
varied from mundane to fascinating. As | was unable to photograph the material, | took copious notes
which | am in the process of using to write an original article for publication. It's been a busy academic
year but | hope to have a draft by the end of this summer. The specific aims of the project were twofold: 1)
to go through the experience of literary research in a European archive and 2) to become acquainted with
primary sources which supported my article on Camus' last year. | gave two presentations this past year to
colleagues in the Berkeley Library and the overall response to project was positive.

I'm not sure what | would do next time. As | really wanted to examine the unpublished correspondances,
the archive in Aix really was the place to go. | think | may have underestimated the incredible work that
other scholars have done in tracking down letters and compiling them in published volumes.

Is your project completed?

O Yes
(® No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?

| simply need time to finish the final draft and submit it to various journals for publication. This is my
number 1 goal this summer.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

| spent all money received for this research trip:
Travel Budget Request

= 17 nights lodging $160 x 17 = $2720

= 17 days per diem @ $75/day = $1275

= ground transport = $356

= flight SFO-Paris-SFO = $1952.00

total = $6247.00

Proposed Funding Sources

= Townsend Center Fellowship $3000

= LAUC Mini-grant $500

= Department of French $500

= LAUC-B professional development $1703
= Library professional development $600
Total available monies $6303

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

As stated above, my goal is to publish my experience in a journal article which will likely be available
sometime in 2025.
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