In 2000 the Library Association awarded a grant to Paul Naiditch, Curator of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts, Department of Special Collections, and Classics Bibliographer, Charles E. Young Research Library, UCLA, to reconstruct the library of a British classical 

scholar.

Richard Porson (1759-1808), the subject of the grant, was Regius Professor of Greek in the University of Cambridge and simultaneously, during his last few years, Librarian of the London 

Institution. As a classical scholar, his rank is high: indeed, a distinguished Latinist, C. O. Brink, titled one of his books 'English Classical Scholarship: Historical Reflections on Bentley, Porson, and Housman'.

Porson's library has mostly disappeared. Its fate is, however, known. In 1808, it was divided into two unequal portions. The larger group was sent to an auction house, Leigh & Sotheby's in London, whence it was sold under the hammer to a large number of bidders: W. H. Lunn, 

for example, the unfortunate bookseller later ruined by the Peace; Richard Heber, whose life and massive library have been lately treated in 'Twentieth-Century British Book Collectors and Bibliographers'; and James Henry Monk, who succeeded Porson in the Greek chair at Cambridge. The smaller group, mainly comprising works annotated by Porson, together with some of his papers, was held back and then sold en bloc to Trinity College, Cambridge, for a thousand guineas.

In those days auction houses did not signal a notable provenance by adding a label to a book's pastedown-endpaper. Porson himself had, unlike Edward Gibbon, neither bookplate nor booklabel. Nor did Porson often add his name or initials to his books. The result is that far the great majority of the books sold at the Porson auction have vanished. But they are not therefore lost.

If Porson did not sign his books, he often annotated them. His marginalia, if far less vitriolic than Housman's, are far neater than Bentley's: indeed, the Cambridge University Press modelled its Greek fount on Porson's Greek handwriting. 

The existence of the auction catalogue and the survival of the collection at Trinity College, Cambridge, mean that it is practical to reconstruct much of Porson's library. (Additions can 

nonetheless be made: Porson often attended Leigh and Sotheby sales; the house's marked set of their auction catalogues survives in the British Library, and indeed have been microfilmed; it thus becomes practical to identify scores of books on which Porson successfully bid.) Because 

Porson's handwriting is distinct, it also is possible for libraries to identify books from Richard Porson's collection. 

In order to make it practical for Porson's books to be traced, Mr Naiditch proposed to write an essay on Porson's handwriting and to list, in alphabetical order, books associated with Porson's library. With those purposes in mind he returned to Cambridge, England, in July 2001, to work through the books at Trinity College, as well as those at the University Library. At the same time, he re-examined a manuscript of Herodotus, annotated by Porson, at Emmanuel College. (Since many of Porson's books had had to be rebound, it became desirable also to determine when the repairs were effected: consultation of old post office directories in the Cambridgeshire Collection at the public library allowed this to be accomplished.) As time permitted, Mr Naiditch also visited Pembroke, Queens' and St John's Colleges in search of relevant materials. 

In London, in August, he worked through the marked catalogues of Christie's International from 1783 until 1809. Apparently, unlike Dr Johnson, Porson acquired nothing at auction from that house. At the British Library he examined directories and other auction catalogues in hopes of identifying the successful bidders in the Porson sale. Directed to the Guildhall Library, he found portions of the archives of the London Institution. These helped sort out two of the bidders. In addition, at a private collection, he was allowed to see an edition of Theocritus associated with Porson and to establish that the set had in fact belonged to Richard Porson. In addition, he re-visited the Institute of Classical Studies and the Wellcome Institute. 


Since his return to the United States, Mr Naiditch has been working, as time allowed, on the book. To ease consultation of his list, he is identifying the incomplete citations in Porson's library 

with works listed in the ESTC and RLIN.

He hopes to finish the book in 2002 or 2003. 

