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Original Abstract as Submitted

The goal of this research study is to gain a better understanding of how the archival processing
manual functions as a rhetorical tool in the professional archival community. This study is, in part, a
response to calls from archival theorists for the archives profession to interrogate and make more
transparent its traditional tools and practices and it is also inspired by rhetorician Carolyn R. Miller's
statement that we should "take seriously the rhetoric in which we are immersed" (1984, 155).

| will cast a critical eye on the archival processing manual and propose that the processing manual,
like the archival finding aid, is a rhetorical genre and can be studied as such. Attention will be paid to
the processing manual's role in the social construction of archival work and to how these manuals
function as part of a social process that situates archivists broadly within the information professions
and more narrowly within their own institutions.

A mixed methods approach and design will be employed in order to ensure attention both to the texts
themselves (processing manuals) and to how the archival community uses these texts to achieve
institutional and disciplinary goals. Particular methodologies used will include textual analysis,
historical analysis, longitudinal analysis, content analysis, and structured interviews (surveys).

The outcome of this study will be an article submitted to one of the scholarly journals of the archival
profession.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

During the period of the grant, | accomplished the following:

1. Purchased the Atlas-TI qualitative analysis software.

2. Took a two-day class on using Atlas-TI.

3 Attended a Digital Humanities workshop on qualitative analysis.

3. Sent out a call to colleagues over various lists to send me processing manuals for my analysis.

4. Gathered manuals from a range of institutions and uploaded them to Atlas-TI to begin my analysis.
5. Developed a strategy and a codebook for my analysis.

6. Started to do some analysis and coding using the software.

7. Delved further into the field of genre analysis and did extensive reading.

At this point, | realized that | needed more time to research genre analysis and would not be able to complete the article during the grant project. The
interdisciplinary aspect of the project has been more challenging and time consuming than | anticipated. So the project is on hold for now as | consider
the viability of this research given my current work constraints.

The project has provided me with important foundational concepts to begin working on the history and nature of professional documentation and it is a
topic | continue to pursue. | know that my institution and colleagues have benefited from my increased understanding of how we create and shape our
documentation universe. | still hope to produce a scholarly article and | still intend to refine and use my qualitative analysis skills to do research and
scholarly work.

Is your project completed?

O Yes
(® No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?

More time to pursue my research into genre analysis and professional documentation and possibly a
slight shift in focus.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

The requested budget for this project was as follows:

e $692 for purchase of a single license for ATLAS-TI (QDA software) with recommended
extensions.

e $550 for enrolling in a specialized workshop on ATLAS-TI offered by a certified ATLAS-TI
instructor on the Berkeley campus.

Total funds requested: $1242

Funds were spend as requested (with $692 spent on the software license and $550 on the ATLAS-TI
course.

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

| have no plans currently to share my work as it is incomplete.
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