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NOTE: Grant proposals are confidential until funding decisions are made.  



INSTRUCTIONS: The applicant(s) must submit two (2) copies of their application packet. The application packet consists of the Cover Sheet and the Proposal. Applicants send 1 (one) printed copy of their application packet, with signatures, to the Chair of the divisional research committee, who forwards the packet to the Chair of the university-wide Research and Professional Development Committee. Applicants send the second copy of their application packet as an email attachment to the Chair of the divisional research committee who forwards it on to the Chair of the university-wide Research and Professional Development Committee.

	 Date of Application: January 9, 2007


	Title of Proposal/Project: Libraries in the Japanese American Internment Camps, 1942-1945



	Expected Length of Project : Six months


	Total Funds Requested from LAUC University-Wide Research Funds: $1,154


	Primary Applicant

    Your Name (include your signature on the paper copy): 

     Rebecca Imamoto

    Academic Rank and Working Title: Librarian I / Research Librarian for History 

                                                                  and African American Studies
    Bargaining Unit Member/Non-Member: Yes
    Campus Surface Mail Address: 
     The UCI Libraries 

     P.O. Box 19557 

     Irvine, CA 92623-9557
    Telephone and Email Address: (949) 824-2649 / rimamoto@uci.edu

     URL for home campus directory (will be used for link on LAUC   University-
     Wide Funded Research Grants web page):   http://phwww.cwis.uci.edu/cgi-
bin/phonebook                                                           

	Co-Applicant(s)

    Name:

    Academic Rank and Working Title:

    Bargaining Unit Member/Non-Member:

    Campus Surface Mail Address:

    Telephone and Email Address:    

	Proposal Abstract (not to exceed 250 words):

Approximately 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry were forcibly moved from the West Coast of the United States during World War II to ten Relocation Centers in seven states. These centers, more commonly referred to as internment camps, were under the jurisdiction of the War Relocation Authority (WRA) and existed from 1942-1945. During their incarceration internees strove to live as normal a life as possible. This included finding employment, attending school, playing sports, and using the public library. Each camp had its own public library that was a unit administered under the Community Services Division. (There was also a school library run by the Education Section.) The libraries played a vital role in camp life, not only by serving the community as a place to study and learn, but as a gathering spot that provided different forms of social activities. 
I would like to study the WRA Records (which is part of the Inventory of the Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Records) and the Japanese Camp Newspaper Collection to find out more about how these libraries were formed, how they conducted business, and what influence they had on the internees. These archival collections are both located at U.C. Berkeley. If enough information can be gathered from the archives I would like to write an article about the camp libraries, possibly for the journal Libraries and the Cultural Record.


	Does the proposal require any of the following:

    Use of UC Library facilities or other site(s) requiring prior approval (Yes/No): No
    If yes, include signature and position of person authorized to permit use    

    of facilities on paper copy of application:

    Release time (Yes/No): Yes—for 3 days
    If yes, include signature(s) of person(s) authorized to approve release time on 

    paper copy of application:

    Use of Human Subjects (Yes/No): No
    If yes, attach appropriate university form to paper application form.  The process 
    of obtaining IRB approval or a determination of exemption from subject 
    protection regulations does not have to be completed prior to submitting your 
    grant proposal. However, the grant cannot be awarded without evidence that the  

    approval or exemption has been obtained.    



	List any previous grant proposals (divisional and university-wide) from this program that have been awarded to the primary applicant or co-applicants by title. Include date of completion and amount funded:



	Budget Summary

    Total amount requested from LAUC statewide research funds: $1,154
    Total amount requested from LAUC divisional research funds:   

    Other funding obtained or expected (amount and source):

    Fiscal Year of Application (fiscal year that funding begins): 2008
    New Project (Yes/No): Yes
    Supplemental Funding (Yes/No): No
    Salaries: $0
    Total Salaries: $0
    Supplies: $0
    Total Supplies: $0
     Travel: Airplane Ticket $270, Hotel $450 (3 nights), Car Rental $111, Parking   

     $81
     Total Travel: $912
     Other Expenses: Photocopying $50, Food $192
     Total Other Expenses: $242
     Total State-Wide Research Funds Requested: $1154


Part 2: Need for Research 

Little to no scholarly research has been done on the topic of libraries in the Japanese American Internment Camps. I have found scattered references to the libraries in a few of the personal memoirs of internees. One memoir, A Call to Remembrance, by Toyo Suyemoto, contains a chapter devoted to the Topaz Library in Utah where she worked as a librarian. The Japanese American National Museum has digitized 250 letters sent to Clara Breed, a children’s librarian at the San Diego Public Library during World War II. Miss Breed kept up correspondence with her young patrons and organized shipment of books to the camps for their use. In addition, there might be further discussion of the internment camp libraries through the Densho Digital Archive < http://www.densho.org>, a project recording internees’ oral histories. 

This lack of research demonstrates why it is important that the U.C. Berkeley archives be examined. The Inventory of the Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Records includes the papers of the War Relocation Authority (WRA). The WRA papers comprise of administrative files, official publications, reports and surveys, legal papers, correspondence, photographs, and internee scrapbooks, diaries and letters. The Japanese Camp Newspapers Collection is a microform copy of all the newspapers issued at the ten internment camps and the two assembly centers. These newspapers were under the control of the internees and presumably might mention the libraries. 

I believe these archives will provide information on how camp libraries were formed, how they conducted business, and what influence they had on the internees. Overall this project will shed light on how libraries operate in an harsh environment and how they can flourish under adversity. 

Part 3: Design and Methodology

The objective of this project is to study the Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Records and the Japanese Camp Newspapers at the Bancroft Library at U.C. Berkeley. With the information gathered from these collections and the other primary sources mentioned above in Part 2, the expected outcome is an article describing the libraries at the ten Japanese American Internment Camps during World War II. 

Searching through the hundreds of microfilm reels of the WRA is a daunting undertaking. However the finding aid is available online through the Online Archive of California. The bulk of the searching needed to be done will occur in  Part Two Section Five of the collection. Here the WRA administrative records are arranged by division and office/subdivision (the libraries were under the Community Services Division). This section includes staff, cabinet, block managers, and conference minutes; monthly and weekly narrative and/or statistical reports; analysis and historical reports; publications; press releases; memos and correspondence; bulletins; blueprints; and rosters. Educational materials, school yearbooks, and other publications are well represented for all centers. Also includes programs, newsletters, publication of religious and community organizations, scrapbooks, and documentary photo albums. I am confident that the library records will be within this section. 

Another source that will help in the search is the book Nuts and Bolts: A Guide to Researching Japanese American Internment in the Bancroft Library by Lynne Horiuchi. This book is in Special Collections at U.C. Berkeley and unfortunately can not be requested through interlibrary loan. It will be consulted first before going through the archives.

I believe that three days will be sufficient to go through and photocopy the materials available at U.C. Berkeley. After such time, I plan to write an article for the journal Libraries and Cultural Record.

Part 4: Budget

The budget requested is for a three day journey to U.C. Berkeley to examine and collect materials. 
	Airplane ticket from Orange County to Oakland 
	$270

	Parking at John Wayne Airport
	$36

	Rental Car in Oakland
	$111

	Hotel for three nights
	$450

	Parking at U.C. Berkeley
	$45

	Food for three days
	$192

	Photocopying
	$50











Total: $1154

No other source for funding has been requested. 

Part 5: Supplemental Budget Information

Please see attached document.

Part 6: Personnel

I feel that I am more than qualified to undertake this project. During graduate school for library science I had a job at the University Archives in the Manuscripts Department at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  From this experience and subsequent others, I feel quite comfortable navigating my way through archival material. Additionally I have studied the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II extensively, as a family interest, and as a major research project during graduate school for history. 

Attached is a current resume with a list of other relevant qualifications. 

Part 7: Timeline

The Bancroft Library is undergoing a major construction project and will be closed May 2008 to mid-Fall 2008. There will be temporary quarters open but not all materials will be available. At this time it is not known whether the Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement Records and the Japanese Camp Newspapers will be available in the temporary quarters. Depending on the availability of materials there are two possible timelines. 

Timeline 1: 
August 2008: Trip to Berkeley to collect materials

August-September 2008: Dissemination of materials

October-December 2008: Writing of article

January 2009:
Submission of article to journal

Timeline 2: 
December 2008: Trip to Berkeley to collect materials



Dec.2008-Jan. 2009: Dissemination of materials



February-April 2009: Writing of article



May 2009: Submission of article to journal
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	Librarians Association of the 
University of California


SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET INFORMATION

This Sheet Must Accompany the Grant Application

PER DIEM

Please indicate the source of the per diem rates used in the application

a. Federal Government

b. University

c. Other _____________________________________________________

d.   Other _____________________________________________________

Location




Rate


Source   

1.  
UC Irvine


          $64/day
       UCI Libraries Human Resources


TRAVEL

Please indicate the source of the travel information used in the application

a. Federal Government

b. University

c. Internet Search (list which service used)____________________

d. Travel Agency

e. Other ________________________________________________

Location


Type

Amount
Rate

Source

1   
Southwest Airlines
Airfare

$270
            $135/1 way
Internet

http://www.southwest.com/




2.  
UCB webpage

 Hotels

$450

$150/night
Internet

http://calparents.berkeley.edu//guide/visiting/stay.html

3.
John Wayne

Parking
$36

$12/day
Internet


http://www.ocair.com/parking/mainstreetparking.htm

4.
Oakland Airport
Car Rental
$111

$37/day
Internet


http://travelocity.com


5.
U.C. Berkeley

Parking
$45

$15/day
Internet


http://pt.berkeley.edu/parking/public-visitors/index.html

6.
U.C. Berkeley

Photocopying
$50

$.015/sheet
Internet


http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/services/copying.html

Rebecca Imamoto

January 2008

EDUCATION


2008

Master of Arts in History


History Department



California State University, Sacramento

Anticipated Graduation Date: June 2008
Master’s Thesis: Making Their Voices Heard: The Literary 

Patronage of Medieval Women
2002

Master of Science in Library Science



School of Information and Library Science

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Master’s Thesis: Building National Libraries: The British Library and the Bibliothèque Nationale de France
1999

Bachelor of Arts in History 

 

College of Letters and Sciences



University of California at Davis 

EMPLOYMENT

2007 -

Research Librarian for History and African American Studies


UCI Libraries



University of California, Irvine 

2005 - 2007
Library Assistant III (Part-time)
University Library

California State University, Sacramento

2002 -
2005
Assistant Professor / Undergraduate Services Librarian

University Libraries

University of Colorado at Boulder 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

A. Articles 

2006
Knowlton, Sean Patrick and Becky Imamoto, “Recruiting Non-MLIS Graduate Students to Academic Librarianship,” College & Research Libraries November 2006, v. 67, n.6: 561-570.

2006 Imamoto, Becky, “Evaluating the Drop-In Research Center: A Service for Undergraduates,” Public Services Quarterly, 2006, v. 2, n. 2/3: 3-18.
2004
Knievel, Jennifer and Becky Imamoto, “Integrating Information Literacy and Writing,” Academic Exchange Quarterly, Winter 2005, v. 10 i. 4: 340-344.

B. Chapters

2004
Knievel, Jennifer and Becky Imamoto, “Critical Information Literacy: Getting Over Information Overload,” Knowing Words: A Guide to First-Year Writing and Rhetoric at CU (Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing 2004): 20-23. [Invited]

C. Other Publications

2004
Imamoto, Becky, “Shaping the Future of IS,” Instruction Section. Spring 2004.

D. Presentations

2004
Imamoto, Becky and Sean Knowlton. “Recruiting and Keeping Librarians: What You Can Do.” Presented at the Colorado Association of Libraries Conference, Denver Tech Center, October 22, 2004. [Refereed]

2004
Knievel, Jennifer, Becky Imamoto, and Holley Long. “Collaboration Across Campus: Information Literacy Instruction Online.” Presented at the Colorado Association of Libraries Conference, Denver Tech Center, October 22, 2004. [Refereed]
2003
Knievel, Jennifer and Becky Imamoto. ‘Collaboration Across Campus: Information Literacy and Freshman Writing.” Presented at the Colorado Association of Libraries Conference, Keystone Colorado, October 17, 2003. [Refereed]

2003
Imamoto, Becky and Keith Gresham. “Designing Shared Learning Environments for Writing and Information Literacy Instruction.” Presented at the Colorado Association of Libraries Conference, Keystone Colorado, October 17, 2003. [Refereed]

PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS/SERVICE

A. National Committees

Association of College and Research Libraries


2004-2005
Instruction Section Membership Committee, Member 

2004-2005 
IS of the Future Task Force, Member


    2003-2004
IS of the Future Task Force, Intern

B. Memberships
American Library Association

Association of College and Research Libraries


    California Academic and Research Libraries

GRANTS

2005
Travel Grant, Faculty Support Committee, University Libraries, $250

2003
Travel Grant, ACRL Board of Directors, Immersion Conference 2003, $665

2003
Travel Grant, ACRL, Board of Directors, ACRL National Conference 2003, $500

2002
Co-Principal Investigator, Technology in Teaching and Learning Proposal, Faculty Teaching and Excellence Program, $1250

2001
Travel Grant, Asian Pacific American Librarians Association (APALA), $750


 

