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TITLE OF PROJECT

|Preserving the History of Cooperative Extension in California |
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Original Abstract as Submitted

This grant partially funded expenses related to a presentation given at SCA 2022.

Conference Talk Abstract:

This talk traces a project carried out by the UC Merced Library to assess, inventory, preserve,
digitize, and make accessible the records of the UC Cooperative Extension, following an agreement
formed, in 2016, between the University of California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources
(UCANR) and the UCM Library to establish a UCCE archive. | will discuss the placement of farm
advisors throughout the state to address issues ranging from soil conditions, mechanization, livestock
breeding, pest management, and improved varietals. As well as programs devised for women and
children on topics such as food preparation and nutrition, home economics, and 4-H youth
development activities. Further, it reveals the state of these historical materials when, in its centennial
year, UCANR recognized a need to preserve the evidence of its activities, and that records from its
offices had never been systematically archived. Rather, documents remained scattered among
county offices and storage spaces despite their value as firsthand documentation and primary source
material. | will highlight materials in the archive that not only demonstrate the scope of work
performed by advisors, but also the diversity of California’s ecosystems. Also on display are the
divergent formats in which information on agriculture and rural life was disseminated throughout the
twentieth century. Annual reports, radio spots, photographic materials, 16mm films, and other formats
are present in the archive, each with their own set of preservation concerns. Finally, | will share
project outcomes. Currently, 11 counties have material available online in our digital repository and in




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

During the grant period, | traveled to Palm Springs, CA to attend SCA and give a presentation titled,
"Preserving the History of Cooperative Extension in California." This talk was part of a panel:
Thinking Forward / Forward Thinking. The moderator called on presenters to "discuss scenarios that
are building blocks for future visions of archives and expanding accepted archival practices." | shared
not only the project specifics around processing, digitization, and educational use, but also how UC
Merced Library's Archives and Special Collections is a new and developing area for the Library.
There, the talk described our workflows using limited resources and a small team. The panel was well
attended, and after, a few conference attendees approached me to say that they were working in
small Central Valley libraries where resources were very limited (in McFarland, CA, there was a push
to turn the public library into police headquarters). These archivists/librarians were also working with
materials similar in subject - agriculture, rural living, immigration, climate, so there was much to
discuss in terms of ideas around outreach and networking. For next time, | would consider reaching
out to other Central Valley conference attendees in advance to see if there would be opportunities for
collaboration.

Is your project completed?

® Yes
O No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

The funds were used for conference registration fees and lodging. My original budget included a list

of conference, lodging, and transportation costs in which this grant would help to fund a portion of. |
have attached the original budget with the report.

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

| continue to work at Project Archivist for the California Agricultural Resources Archive (CARA) which
can be found online at cara.ucmerced.edu. The scope of my work has shifted to focus on one aspect
that | shared at the conference - educational and outreach endeavors. | have focused on publicizing

the project and access to these records through blogs, social media, and soon, oral histories to
promote and enhance the project.
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