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Original Abstract as Submitted

This poster presentation describes an ongoing digital project focused on cataloging and

organizing a large collection of abstract artwork created by Burton Dickerson, the presenter’s
grandfather, who passed away in 2022. The poster highlights technical aspects of organizing the
collection, including the decision to self-host an instance of Omeka-S, the use of metadata tags to
identify consistent visual motifs across works, and approaches to managing complex items that
consist of both digital and physical objects. The poster will also engage with more nuanced aspects
of the project. As a librarian with a background in digital humanities, the process of formalizing a
collection of ostensibly familiar images has impacted the way | see my grandfather’s art, and has
provided a sort of personal-professional catharsis. The project has also served as an emotional lens
through which to see the role that libraries and museums play in lending cultural legitimacy to
materials through care and curation.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

The funding | received allowed me to complete a poster and travel to the ARLIS/NA Conference held
in Mexico City, Mexico to deliver the presentation and participate in the conference.

| found the experience of documenting my ongoing cataloging project in the form of a poster to be
very clarifying, and the experience of speaking with international colleagues on the project topic to be
energizing and insightful. During the poster presentation period, | met with many professionals who
are approaching the idea of digital catalogue raisonnes from different angles, and | learned a great
deal.

The only thing | can imagine doing differently is very practical - | would consider printing the poster on
cloth instead of traditional poster-board because it was cumbersome to travel with a poster in a tube.
| don't believe our library's printing service includes cloth, but | might seek it out with another service.

Is your project completed?

® Yes
O No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

The $600 | received went toward travel costs, including the flight.

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

A copy of the poster has been published on eScholarship and on H-Commons.
eScholarship Link: https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8pbOplcr

H-Commons Link: https://hcommons.org/deposits/item/hc:52867/




Budget Summary

$600 Transportation (describe): Airfare, plus taxi or rideshare to and from airport
$395 Conference Registration

$580 Hotel (4  day(s) at $ 145 per day)

$316 Meals (79 day(s)at $4 perday)

$50 Other Expenses (describe): Poster Printing

$1941 Total Cost

$600 Total Amount Requested from LAUC funds ($600 maximum)

$0 Other Funding Obtained or Expected (amount and source)

I have no available professional development funding available for this conference and
anticipate paying out of pocket for any remaining expenses

LAUC Research & Professional Development Committee
Last revised 01/2023 dk/rg
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