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Original Abstract as Submitted

| will be attending the Society of California Archivists (SCA) Annual General Meeting in Yosemite, CA April
11-13th, where | will be presenting on my research into a controlled vocabulary for the description of digital
materials in an archival context. The accepted panel session, entitled "Standard Time: Synchronizing Efforts to
Establish UC-Wide Guidelines for Born-Digital Archival Description," will feature co-presenters from three of the
UC campuses.

Over the past year | was a member of a team of archivists in UCLA Library Special Collections (LSC) tasked with
developing a set of controlled vocabulary for born-digital archival description. We surveyed peer institutions,
researched existing library and archive thesauri, identified gaps and evaluated the utility of existing terms, and
methodically compiled a list of preferred terms. Highly sought after by the profession, the controlled vocabulary we
established is a companion to the recently released UC Guidelines for Born-Digital Archival Description. This work
supports ongoing efforts to standardize archival practices not only across LSC, but across the entire UC system
and the profession at large. Our project was recently written up in Society of American Archivist (SAA) literature
and was selected as a session topic for the Society of California Archivists (SCA) annual conference.

The SCA session is designed to provide an overview of the born-digital guidelines and controlled vocabulary,
explain our research methodology, discuss how the project has contributed to the sustainability and
standardization of digital archive programs and archival description across UC campuses, and share lessons
learned. My work as a processing archivist compliments the perspective and knowledge of the digital archivists on
the project team.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

The LAUC presentation grant enabled me to attend the Society of California Archivists annual
meeting in 2018, where | was able to participate in a well attended session (50+ attendees) which
shared out my research around controlled vocabularies specific to digital materials, and promoted the
UC Guidelines for Born-Digital Archival Description to a wider audience. The Guidelines have since
become a national resource for archival practitioners.

Is your project completed?

® Yes
O No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

The LAUC Presentation Grant covered the cost of conference registration ($250), lodging ($210),
and the majority of the cost of travel to Yosemite ($150).

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

The Guidelines were published in 2017, prior the LAUC grant and subsequent presentation, but are
available here: https://escholarship.org/uc/item/9cg222jc#main
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