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TITLE OF PROJECT

|The Rise of Chinese Studies in the Research University: An Oral History Project |

Award Amount Award Year (e.g. 2021-2022)
[$3,220 | [2021-2022 |

Original Abstract as Submitted

Area studies in the United States started in some major research universities in 1958, supported by the National Defense
Education Act (NDEA) to respond to the challenges of the launching of the Sputnik satellite by Soviet Union. Area studies
continue to flourish in the universities and to train specialists. Chinese studies is one of the major areas that attracted many
young American students who went on to play important roles in national diplomacy and security, as well as training
younger generations of scholars. Now the trained Chinese studies scholars who are born in the 1930s and 1940s and have
been active in the field and opened many new research areas over the past 60 years have entered their golden age.

The Chinese Studies Scholars Oral History Project is a collaborative endeavor among Chinese/East Asian studies
librarians in the U.S. and Canada, UCLA Richard C. Rudolph East Asian Library, and the UCLA Library Center for Oral
History Research. Its goal is to document the development of the field of Chinese studies and the academic careers of its
prominent practitioners in the academic world since the 1960s, and situate that development in a social, political, and

economic context. The project uses oral history methodology to enable interviewers to conduct in-depth, multi-session oral
histories.

The completed interview recordings and transcripts will be preserved by the Center for Oral History Research and made
available on the center’s website. Students and scholars around the world will be able to access these primary sources
produced by the joint effort of scholars and interviewers, and made them available for users to access by the UCLA Center
for Oral History Research and the East Asian Library.

This is the first known systematic, large-scale oral history project focused on Chinese studies scholars in the United States
and Canada.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

The project is significantly important for the following reasons:

1. Filling a gap. The field of Chinese studies in the research universities lacks systematic documented history through its prominent scholars for its evolving
and developing for the past 60 years.

2. Rescuing the history and memory. The project, as of April 2024, interviewed 25 professors emerita or emeritus affiliated with U.S. and Canada institutions
where they spent their academic career, including Arizona State University, Columbia University, Victoria University, University of Arizona, University of
British Columbia, University of California (UC) Berkeley, UC San Diego, UC Santa Barbara, University of Hawaii, University of Minnesota, University of
Pittsburgh, University of Toronto, and University of Virginia.

3. Methodology training. A total of 31 interviewers, including 25 librarians, 4 faculty members, and 2 graduate students, participated in required two sessions
training by oral history methodology training offered by Dr. Teresa Barnett, former director of the UCLA Library Center for Oral History Research. The project
aims to conduct in-depth and multi-session academic careers of Chines studies scholars who are prominent practitioners since the 1960s. Because its goal
and focus, which made the project greatly differentiated our project from the question-specific interviews that can be found on YouTube.

4. Guided by expert. The project was advised and guided by an oral history expert, Dr. Teresa Barnett. Although scholars/librarians specialize in East Asian
studies, the oral history theory and praxis, however, are new to them. Therefore, the interviewers meet with Dr. Barnett monthly for her guidance and advice

about various aspects and issues involved in oral history interview, and the monthly meeting continues even after Dr. Barnett retired from UCLA in June 2022.

5. Created a group of primary sources, which are non-existence before, for the field of Chinese Studies and for future generations to access.

Is your project completed?

® Yes
O No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?

« Yes, the proposed project phase I, Il & Il (Jan 2021-June 2024) are completed successfully.

« In the past 40 months, from Jan 2021 to June 2024, the interviewers interviewed a total of 25 professors emerita or emeritus who taught in 13 USA and Canada
universities.

« Seven interviews have been made available for anyone to access via Center for Oral History Research’s website and linked to the East Asian Library’s website.
« A total of 31 interviewers form 26 universities in North America volunteered to serve as interviewer for the project. After the Oral History Methodology training,
project cohort members meet monthly to exchange ideas, best practices, and discuss main theme found cross the interviews.

« Starting Jan 2024, the project leadership group decided to work hard to pair or active those interviewers who have not conducted an interview since joined the
project, instead of recruit new interviewers.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

Appended is both original budget plan and actual budget expenditure up to June 18, 2024.

Original Budget: There are two budget items for the Project Phase |, Il, & Il1.

» The project used Temi.com transcription service for its auto transcription service. The rate is $0.25 per minute, which estimated cost would be $2,700
« Teresa and Su plan to propose a roundtable panel discussion of the Chinese Studies Scholars Oral History for the 2023 annual meeting of the
Assaociation for Asian Studies (AAS). We are pretty confident that our proposal will be accepted. Total cost: $520

o Registration for Su Chen to attend 2023 AAS: $195 (regular member)

o Registration for Teresa Barnett: $325 (non-member) to attend the 2023 AAS

Grant total: $3,220

The Actual Expenditure:

« Due to Global pandemic, AAS annual conferences were held virtually in 2021 and 2022. Started 2023, AAS resumed its in person conference, and also
held virtual program to accommodate the needs. However, people are still concerned attending large gatherings like annual conferences.

« As of June 2024, the total combined expenditure of Project phase I-ll, (Jan 2021 - June 2024), was $3,220.

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLSs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

1. The East Asian Academic Librarians of California and University of California East Asian Bibliographers bi-annual
meeting (Sept. 2021), online

2. Hawaii International Conference on Chinese Studies (Jan. 3, 2022), online

3. The Society for Chinese Studies Librarians annual meeting (March 2022), online

4. The 6th Sino-U.S. Academic Library Forum for Cooperation and Development (June 2022), online

5. The Society for Chinese Studies librarians annual conference (March 2023), in person in Boston, MA.

6. 2023 UCLA Library Research Forum (June 16, 2023), online

7. 2024 Society for Chinese Studies Librarians annual meeting (March 2024), in person in Seattle, WA.

8. A “Progress Report on the Chinese Studies Scholars Oral History Project” [in Chinese], on the SCSL Newsletter,
Issue 15, March 2024, page 11-14.
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3. Methodology training. A total of 31 interviewers, including 25 librarians, 4 faculty members, and 2 graduate students, participated in required two sessions training by oral history methodology training offered by Dr. Teresa Barnett, former director of the UCLA Library Center for Oral History Research. The project aims to conduct in-depth and multi-session academic careers of Chines studies scholars who are prominent practitioners since the 1960s. Because its goal and focus, which made the project greatly differentiated our project from the question-specific interviews that can be found on YouTube.  
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