UNIVERSITY-WIDE RESEARCH GRANTS FOR LIBRARIANS

COVER SHEET


NOTE: Grant proposals are confidential until funding decisions are made.  



INSTRUCTIONS: The applicant(s) must submit two (2) copies of their application packet. The application packet consists of the Cover Sheet and the Proposal. Applicants send 1 (one) printed copy of their application packet, with signatures, to the Chair of the divisional research committee, who forwards the packet to the Chair of the university-wide Research and Professional Development Committee. Applicants send the second copy of their application packet as an email attachment to the Chair of the divisional research committee who forwards it on to the Chair of the university-wide Research and Professional Development Committee.

	 Date of Application: 7 January 2006


	Title of Proposal/Project:  The Freedom of the Frontier:  Documenting Male-Male Intimacy in the Rocky Mountain Fur Trade


	Expected Length of Project :  one year


	Total Funds Requested from LAUC University-Wide Research Funds: $2640.00


	Primary Applicant

    Your Name (include your signature on the paper copy):

     WILLIAM BENEMANN

    Academic Rank and Working Title:   Librarian, Head of Technical Services and                        Archivist
    Bargaining Unit Member/Non-Member:  Non-Member
    Campus Surface Mail Address:   Boalt Hall Law Library, University of California, Berkeley, CA  94720
    Telephone and Email Address:  (510) 642-8722, benemann@law.berkeley.edu

	Co-Applicant(s)

    Name:  N/A


	Proposal Abstract (not to exceed 250 words):
I propose to continue my research in the area of gay and lesbian American history, which I began with a LAUC-funded project in 1999.  Once again I will be investigating an aspect of American history that has been largely ignored by traditional scholarship.  Under this new phase of my research I would like to continue the chronology of my investigations, this time focusing on the period of the 1830s and 1840s.  Specifically I will be researching the fur trade in the Rockies, the annual trapper rendezvous celebrations, and European travelers who ventured into this area and subsequently wrote about their experiences.  My research will entail visits to the two archives which are the primary holders of manuscript collections concerning the fur trade.  As an archivist and a writer on gay history I have the combination of skills necessary to carry out this project.  I plan to visit the Missouri Historical Society in the summer of 2006 and the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives in the spring of 2007, with an ultimate goal of completing a book manuscript by summer of 2008.

	Does the proposal require any of the following:

    Use of UC Library facilities or other site(s) requiring prior approval (Yes/No):  No
    If yes, include signature and position of person authorized to permit use of     

    facilities on paper copy of application:

    Release time (Yes/No): No
    If yes, include signature(s) of person(s) authorized to approve release time on 

    paper copy of application:

    Use of Human Subjects (Yes/No): No
    If yes, attach appropriate university form to paper application form.



	List any previous grant proposals (divisional and university-wide) from this program that have been awarded to the primary applicant or co-applicants by title. Include date of completion and amount funded:
Feasibility Study of Digitizing Technology in an Academic Research Library: the Japanese American Relocation Photographs in the Bancroft Library (1993/95, $18,384)
The Dog That Did Not Bark: Using Traditional Archival Resources to Document Hidden Lives (1999/2000, $3000)

Roscoe Pound and the Women of Berkeley: Class and Gender in American Legal Education (2003/04, $1845)

	Budget Summary
    Total amount requested from LAUC statewide research funds:  $2640.00
    Total amount requested from LAUC divisional research funds:   0
    Other funding obtained or expected (amount and source):   0
    Fiscal Year of Application (fiscal year that funding begins): FY2006/07
    New Project (Yes/No): Yes
    Supplemental Funding (Yes/No):  No

    Salaries: 0
    Total Salaries: 0
    Supplies: 0
    Total Supplies: 0
     Travel: $2640.00
     Total Travel:  $2640.00
     Other Expenses: 0
     Total Other Expenses:  0
     Total State-Wide Research Funds Requested:  $2640.00
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Curriculum Vitæ

WILLIAM BENEMANN

Boalt Hall Law Library


University of California


Berkeley, CA 94720


benemann@law.berkeley.edu


Professional Profile

Law librarian, archivist and freelance historian, with experience in special collections



cataloging, processing and collection development. 


Education



Master of Library Science (MLS), University of California, Berkeley



Bachelor of Arts, English Literature, University of California, Berkeley



Western Archives Institute, Society of California Archivists, 2005


Academic Employment


Boalt Hall Law School 



University of California, Berkeley



Archivist, 2000-



Head of Technical Services, 1994-



The Bancroft Library



University of California, Berkeley



Adjunct Curator, gay and lesbian collections, 1998-



Head of Cataloging, 1989-1993



Harvard Law School Library



Harvard University



Romance Languages Cataloger, 1988-1989


Publications

Articles (selected):


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Tears and Ivory Towers: California Libraries During the McCarthy Era," 8 American Libraries (1977), pp. 305-309


“Research Libraries Information Network: Authority Subsystem,”


73 Law Library Journal (1980), pp. 930-932


“Microform Holdings and American Bar Association Accreditation Standards,” 76 Law Library Journal (1983), pp. 333-338


“Law Library Inventories: an Apologetic,” with Nancy Carol Carter,


78 Law Library Journal (1986), pp. 261-278


“Cataloging of Legal Research Data Bases Using RLIN: a Practicum,” 


79 Law Library Journal (1987), pp. 53-65


“American Graffiti: a History in Subject Headings,” 18 American Libraries (1987), pp. 650-651


“Strange Bibliofellows,” 20 American Libraries (1990), pp. 154, 156





“The Cathedral Factor: Excellence and the Motivation of Cataloging Staff,” 10(3) Technical Services Quarterly (1993), pp. 17-25


“Reference Implications of Digital Technology in a Library Photograph Collection,” Reference Services Review (Winter 1994), pp. 45-50


“It’s Not Easy Being Green: Disposal of Unwanted Legal Materials,”


9(3) Against the Grain (1997), pp. 70, 89


“We Don’t Need It, We Can’t Afford It, Shut Up, Go Away,” 2(2) AALL Spectrum (October 1997), p. 14


“The Duchess of Windsor, Tom Cruise and Me,” 3(4) AALL Spectrum, (December 1997), p. 48


Gay Bears: the Hidden History of the Berkeley Campus [web site]: http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/gaybears/


Books and reviews:



“Rupert Brooke,” bio-bibliography in Gay & Lesbian Literature, Volume 2, edited by Tom Pendergast and Sara Pendergast (Detroit : St. James Press, 1998), p. 50-53


A Year of Mud and Gold: San Francisco in Letters and Diaries 1849-1850, compiled and edited by William Benemann (Lincoln : University of Nebraska Press, 1999)


Book review: Who’s Who in Gay and Lesbian History: From Antiquity to World War II, edited by Robert Aldrich and Garry Wotherspoon (London : Routledge, 2001), published in Journal of the History of Sexuality, vol. 11, no. 3 (July 2002), p. 483-487.


Genre Terms for Law Materials: a Thesaurus, by William Benemann (Littleton, CO : Rothman Publications, 2000.


Male-Male Intimacy in Early America: Beyond Romantic Friendships, by William Benemann (Binghampton, NY : Haworth Press, 2006)


Genre Terms for Law Materials: a Thesaurus, 2nd ed., by William Benemann (Littleton, CO : Wm. S. Hein Co.) accepted for publication
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Librarians Association of the University of California


Research Grant Proposal 2006/07


Primary Applicant:  
WILLIAM BENEMANN





Head of Technical Services and Archivist




Boalt Hall Law Library





University of California, Berkeley


Title of Project:  The Freedom of the Frontier: Documenting Male-Male Intimacy in the Rocky Mountain Fur Trade

Part 1: Cover Sheet

See attached.

Part 2: Need for Research


Despite the significant number of publications concerning gay and lesbian American history which have appeared in the last two decades, large segments of our nation’s sexual history have not yet been explored.  Around ninety percent of the books and articles written so far have concentrated on the post-World War II era.  Most of the remaining ten percent focus on the first half of the twentieth century.  Many researchers have taken to heart Michel Foucault’s pronouncement that homosexuality did not exist as a social construct before the late nineteenth century, and was only then created by the medico-legal community as the concept of sexual orientation was developed.  Historians of European sexuality have largely ignored Foucault’s dictum, and have published significant texts on the eighteenth-century gay communities in Berlin, Paris, Amsterdam and London. The purpose of my research is to focus on this lacuna in America’s sexual history, and to demonstrate through my archival research not only that it is possible to uncover significant information about the lives of early gay and lesbian Americans, but also that the methods used in that research are neither arcane nor particularly difficult to apply.

In 1999 I received a LAUC grant for a project titled “The Dog That Did Not Bark: Using Traditional Archival Resources to Document Hidden Lives.”  I proposed in that grant project to develop a complex matrix of census data and local statistics (age at first marriage, rate of child birth, gender ratios by geographic location, etc.) to provide a template against which individual lives could be compared in order to uncover information about gay and lesbian people in early America.  Once I began visiting archives and started hands-on research, however, I discovered that it was not necessary to use such a complex and potentially problematic methodology.  By simply combining my skills as a librarian and archivist with my familiarity with the psychology and sociology of gay men, I was able to uncover a wealth of information previously unknown or ignored.

As a result of my research on that project, I was able to write a book titled Male-Male Intimacy in Early America: Beyond Romantic Friendships, which is scheduled to be published at the end of this month (January 2006).  (Please see the listing from Haworth Press included as an appendix to this proposal.  Readers of the electronic version, please see:  http://www.haworthpress.com/store/product.asp?sid=MGLW3GKPGRDL9L6FVLFJ8DD9SNSSDF60&sku=5479&AuthType=4

Preliminary reviews have been very strong; the book has been called “An invaluable contribution to the history of sexuality in America.”  In the acknowledgements in the preliminary pages of the book I prominently thank the Librarians Association of the University of California for the generous research grant which allowed me to conduct this research.

The book focuses on a time span from the colonial era to the beginning of the antebellum period in American history, with a concentration on 1770-1820.  I am now again seeking LAUC funding to allow me to continue with this exploration of gay history, this time researching the 1830s and 1840s on the American frontier and in the wilderness.  As with the material presented in Male-Male Intimacy in Early America, this is an area of scholarship largely ignored, and the sequel publication I am planning to write will be the first attempt to explain male-male relationships in this period and at this place.

My writing also has a goal of encouraging historians to seek out this information in traditional archives.  I hope to use the results of my research to tear down the barrier that Foucault unwittingly erected in the minds of American historians, by countering the assumption that nothing of value can be learned about same-sex relationships before Foucault’s arbitrary cut-off date.  My research and writing seek to open up traditional archives to researchers who have assumed that there is nothing of interest for them there.


Part 3: Design and Methodology

Because I am focusing on a more restricted geographic area and time span -- and on the most important male-dominated activity taking place in that locale, the fur trade -- much of my research can be conducted in two archives: the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives in Winnipeg, and the Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis.  (Significant material about the American Fur Company is also held by the New-York Historical Society, but their collection has been microfilmed, and I will be able to examine it by borrowing the film.) The Hudson’s Bay Company Archives is the repository for all of the extensive records of that company’s activities in North America.  The HBCA has a particularly helpful web site, with extensive information about their holdings and the types of information that can be extracted from their records:  http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/ 

The Missouri Historical Society is the repository for the records of the American Fur Company and the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, the American rivals of the Hudson’s Bay Company.  I have already visited the Missouri Historical Society, having spent a week doing research there on my previous LAUC grant, so I am familiar with their holdings and organization.   Their web site is less helpful, but only because they collect in a broad range of topics, not just the 19th century fur trade:  http://www.mohistory.org/content/HomePage/HomePage.aspx 

My methodology is surprisingly simple, and yet it was overwhelmingly successful in my previous research (the 361 pages of my book – a total which does not include the index – represent an edited version of the results of my research).  Having identified the prominent players through preliminary research, and having flagged particular names for closer scrutiny, I will immerse myself in the primary resources held by these two seminal institutions.  By applying my knowledge of the sociology and psychology of gay men, supported by the information I gathered while writing my previous book, I should be able to uncover the information I seek.  While I will certainly need to consult other collections as well, these two should provide the bulk of the information I need to document this activity.  


In doing the research for Male-Male Intimacy in Early America, I was amazed by the ease with which I uncovered documentation on the topic merely by reading manuscript collections and contemporary publications held by rare book libraries.  Military orderly books yielded records of sodomy prosecutions.  Medical treatises provided vivid descriptions of male-male sexuality as a vector for venereal diseases.  From the preliminary research I have already performed on the Rocky Mountain fur trade, I have every expectation that I will uncover a similar trove of information with which I can write the next volume of my series.

Part 4: Budget


Airfare (roundtrip)



San Francisco to St. Louis

$ 500.00



San Francisco to Winnipeg

   600.00


Transfers




$ 200.00


Hotel



St. Louis (four nights)


$ 520.00



Winnipeg (four nights)

   520.00


Meals (at UC per diem rate)



St. Louis (three days)


$ 150.00



Winnipeg (three days)


   150.00


TOTAL




$2640.00

Part 5: Supplemental Budget Information Form (attached)


Part 6: Personnel


As Archivist for Boalt Hall Law School, and in my previous position as Head of Cataloging for The Bancroft Library, I have extensive experience with the organization and use of archival collections.  I also currently serve as adjunct curator for gay and lesbian collections for The Bancroft Library, so I am actively engaged in the identification and collection of archival material documenting gay and lesbian lives.

I have completed three LAUC grants successfully, and have written a book based on the information I gathered in my previous LAUC grant project on this topic.  I have a track record that demonstrates that I am able to benefit from these funds, and I of course would acknowledge in my next book the invaluable contribution LAUC has made to my research.


Please see the attached vitae for further information about my qualifications.


Part 7: Timetable for Completion of the Projected Research 


Summer 2006

Visit to the Missouri Historical Society


Spring 2007

Visit to the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives

Summer 2007

Final report on project submitted to LAUC


Summer 2008

Manuscript of book completed and submitted to publisher
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SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET INFORMATION


This Sheet Must Accompany the Grant Application


PER DIEM


Please indicate the source of the per diem rates used in the application


a. Federal Government


b. University


c. Other _____________________________________________________


d.   Other _____________________________________________________


Location





Rate


Source   


1.  
St. Louis




$50/day

b







2
Winnipeg




$50/day

b

3.


4.


5.


TRAVEL


Please indicate the source of the travel information used in the application


a. Federal Government


b. University


c. Internet Search (list which service used)____________________


d. Travel Agency


e. Other ________________________________________________


Location


Type

Amount
Rate

Source


1   St. Louis


airfare

$500

$500 (est.)
c (airline’s site)

2.  Winnipeg


airfare

$600

$600 (est.)
c (airline’s site)






.



