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Current Trends in Open Educational Resources and their Implementation in Teaching Topics in
Slavic Studies

Alena Aissing

Librarian/Curator for the Slavic, Eastern European and Central Asia Studies University of California
Libraries, Los Angeles

Open educational resources (OER) are teaching, learning and research materials that make use of
tools such as open licensing to permit their free reuse, continuous improvement and repurposing by
others for educational purposes. The OER community has grown considerably over the past ten
years and the impact of OER on educational systems has become an issue of public policy. This
presentation aims to highlight state of the art developments and practice in OER, but also to serve as
a basis for exchanges and discussions that lead to cross-country peer learning on how to improve
teaching and learning. Additional focus is on the contribution of OER to six key educational
challenges that concern education systems today. The challenges concern teaching and learning,
cost containment, the distribution of high-quality educational resources and reducing the barriers to
learning opportunities, which together can improve the quality and accessibility of teaching and
learning provision. Examples are shown from the Slavic and Eastern European studies projects.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EVALUATION

Please respond to the following as appropriate:

- Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.

- What aspects were completed as proposed? If your study could not be completed as
proposed, explain how your plans were altered.

- Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

- Include any relevant quantitative data, if applicable (e.g. How many individuals have
benefited from this project and in what way? You may include various output measures such
as circulation/reference transactions, program attendance, survey responses, etc.).

- Include any anecdotes, if applicable.

- What would you do differently next time, if anything?

| acknowledge receipt of $600 from the Librarians Association of the University of California (LAUC)
for travel expenses to present this research at the 51st Annual Convention of the Association for
Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies (ASEES) in San Francisco, CA. November 22-26, 2019.
In person international panel entitled “The Politics of Knowledge.” | co-presented with Nigel Raab
(Loyola Marymount U, LA), Natalia Khamenko-Friesen (U of Saskatchewan) and Leo Granberg (U of
Helsinki).

The PowerPoint presentation was intended to have a deeper understanding of open educational
resources and how they can be used in research and teaching. Special examples were shown from
the Slavic and East European topics. During the discussion | was asked to sent the slides and paper
to several attendees for their own professional use. | send my findings to all attendees and
presenters who were interested.

Is your project completed?

® Yes
O No

If No, what is needed to complete the project? More time, funds?




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent. Attach your original budget and indicate
how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures. Receipts are not necessary.

The grand total for the travel from Los Angeles to San Francisco was $1,941.00. The funding of $600
assisted me partially with covering the expenses.

Budget:

Airfare $350

Lodging for 4 nights $1,000

Conference registration $143

Meals $248

Travel in San Francisco $200

Total: $1,942

SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a webpage or product,
or published article or book, when will it be available to the public? Include citations/URLs if known.
Remember that all final products must acknowledge receipt of funds from LAUC.

| included some of the examples in the UCLA Library research guide: Digital Resources for Eastern
Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus: https://guides.library.ucla.edu/c.php?
g=1006180&p=7501534
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