UNIVERSITY-WIDE RESEARCH GRANTS FOR LIBRARIANS

COVER SHEET


NOTE: Grant proposals are confidential until funding decisions are made.  



INSTRUCTIONS: The applicant(s) must submit two (2) copies of their application packet. The application packet consists of the Cover Sheet and the Proposal. Applicants send 1 (one) printed copy of their application packet, with signatures, to the Chair of the divisional research committee, who forwards the packet to the Chair of the university-wide Research and Professional Development Committee. Applicants send the second copy of their application packet as an email attachment to the Chair of the divisional research committee who forwards it on to the Chair of the university-wide Research and Professional Development Committee.

	 Date of Application:  January 8, 2008


	Title of Proposal/Project:  Sri Lanka Research Index


	Expected Length of Project : 2 years (July 2008-June 2010)


	Total Funds Requested from LAUC University-Wide Research Funds: $ 5,415


	Primary Applicant

    Your Name (include your signature on the paper copy): Geethanjali Yapa
    Academic Rank and Working Title:  Associate Librarian, Science Reference Librarian
    Bargaining Unit Member/Non-Member:  Unit Member
    Campus Surface Mail Address: Science Library, P.O. Box 5900, Riverside CA 92517-5900
    Telephone and Email Address:   (951) 827 6442,  geethay@ucr.edu
     URL for home campus directory (will be used for link on LAUC University-Wide

     Funded Research Grants web page):      
                    http://library.ucr.edu/?view=departments/cdd/specialalpha.html  
                                              

	Co-Applicant(s)

    Name:  N/A
    Academic Rank and Working Title:  N/A 
    Bargaining Unit Member/Non-Member:  N/A
    Campus Surface Mail Address:

    Telephone and Email Address:    N/A

	Proposal Abstract (not to exceed 250 words):
In recent years, there has been a tremendous increase in the number of research studies on topics related to Sri Lanka, conducted by academics and researchers in the US and other parts of the world. This creates a need for libraries to provide access to scholarly resources from Sri Lanka. Although a considerable amount of research materials are published in Sri Lanka, and many libraries (outside Sri Lanka) hold some of these publications, they remain lost to the outside world due to the fact that they are not included in major indexing and abstracting databases. Therefore, the main objective of the proposed research project is to create an index to scholarly journal articles published in Sri Lanka, to help maximize access to and usage of such publications. The project includes creating a bibliographic database of journal articles that could be accessed online via a web site dedicated to Sri Lankan research information. Once the project is completed, the data will be analyzed and presented at a conference. This would be followed by a research paper on research productivity of Sri Lankan researchers highlighting strengths and weaknesses to help local research community and policymakers in strengthening local research. It is hoped that this project would maximize the visibility of Sri Lankan research activities and help scholars and researchers from all parts of the world to locate and access hard to find research material and other information related to Sri Lanka.


	Does the proposal require any of the following:

    Use of UC Library facilities or other site(s) requiring prior approval (Yes/No): No
    If yes, include signature and position of person authorized to permit use of     

    facilities on paper copy of application:

    Release time (Yes/No): Yes
    If yes, include signature(s) of person(s) authorized to approve release time on 

    paper copy of application:

            ………………………………………………………………

            Dr. Lizbeth Langston, Head Science Information Services

    Use of Human Subjects (Yes/No): No
    If yes, attach appropriate university form to paper application form.  The process of 
    obtaining IRB approval or a determination of exemption from subject protection

    regulations does not have to be completed prior to submitting your grant proposal.

    However, the grant cannot be awarded without evidence that the approval or 

    exemption has been obtained.    



	List any previous grant proposals (divisional and university-wide) from this program that have been awarded to the primary applicant or co-applicants by title. Include date of completion and amount funded: Index to Sri Lankan journals available in the UC library system. $ 500. Will be completed by May or June, 2008. 


	Budget Summary
    Total amount requested from LAUC statewide research funds: $ 5,415
    Total amount requested from LAUC divisional research funds:   None
    Other funding obtained or expected (amount and source): None
    Fiscal Year of Application (fiscal year that funding begins):  2008
    New Project (Yes/No): No. Continuation of pilot project funded by LAUC-R
    Supplemental Funding (Yes/No): No
    Salaries:

    Total Salaries:

    Supplies: $ 1000 photocopying of journal contents pages
    Total Supplies:                                                                       $ 1,000
     Travel:                                                                                   
     Total Travel:                                                                         $ 3,615
     Other Expenses:  Programmer     2 days @ $ 400 /day         $  800
     Total Other Expenses:

     Total State-Wide Research Funds Requested:                  $ 5,415
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	Librarians Association of the 
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SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET INFORMATION

This Sheet Must Accompany the Grant Application

PER DIEM

Please indicate the source of the per diem rates used in the application

a. Federal Government http://aoprals.state.gov/web920/per_diem_action.asp?MenuHide=1&CountryCode=1153
b. University

c. Other _____________________________________________________

d.   Other _____________________________________________________

Location





Rate


Source   

1.  
Kandy 5 days per diem @ 127 

$ 635


a

2          Colombo 5 days per diem @ 193

$ 965


a

                                  Total requested

         = $ 1,600

3.

4.

5.

TRAVEL

Please indicate the source of the travel information used in the application

a. Federal Government

b. University

c. Internet Search (list which service used)____________________

d. Travel Agency Ceylon Holiday Travel & Tours (based in LA)

e. Other ________________________________________________

Location


Type

Amount
Rate

Source

1   Lax – Colombo 

Economy
$ 2,015


d   

     Roundtrip airfare Aug./Sep. 2008                 

2.  





Need for the research

Sri Lanka has a long history of literary activities dating back to the 1st century BC when Buddhist scriptures were first committed to writing. However, scholarly journals or periodicals in the modern sense came into existence during the 1800s when the country was under British colonial rule. The number of Sri Lankan research publications increased over time with the formation of scholarly societies and the establishment of universities and research organizations. The University of California Libraries holds a wide collection of Sri Lankan journals dating as far back as 1846. These journals cover many subject areas ranging from anthropology to humanities and social sciences, and the sciences. Although some of the journals are indexed in Historical Abstracts, CAB abstracts and other indexes, the coverage is not complete and many of the journals are not indexed at all. This makes it very hard for any researcher to find articles published in Sri Lankan scholarly publications. 

Recent trends indicate that there are an increasing number of research studies on South Asia including Sri Lanka, carried out by researchers in many parts of the world. The number of universities and colleges offering Asian and South Asian studies programs has increased tremendously during the past several years. On one hand there is an increase in undergraduate and graduate students from Asian countries enrolling in colleges abroad, while on the other hand academics are getting more involved in teaching and research on various aspects of Asian history, culture, religion and other related topics. The increase in Asian student populations and scholarly activities has created a need for library collections and resources to meet the increasing demand for scholarly information from the Asian region.

 According to records in the Web of Knowledge database and Digital Dissertations, on average, 225 research articles and 13 dissertations are published each year on topics related to Sri Lanka. Out of the 58 dissertations published during the last five years (2002-2006) on Sri Lanka, 6 have been from UC campuses (one from UCR in 2004). (There could be many more research articles and dissertations published in Asian countries, which are not included in these databases). These numbers indicate that there is a considerable number of research projects being carried out on subjects dealing with Sri Lanka, and that there is an increasing need for access to research materials on the subject. Therefore, an index to articles published in Sri Lanka would be very helpful for meeting the information needs of researchers and academics worldwide, who are working on Sri Lankan topics.

As a reference librarian with a Sri Lankan background, I have helped many students (Sri Lankan as well as others) find information on topics related to Sri Lanka. While working with a doctoral student in 2005, I realized how difficult it is to find scholarly articles on the subject since very few journals published in Sri Lanka are included in major indexing and abstracting databases. Although the Center for Research Libraries and many universities with Asian studies programs have developed online bibliographies and databases, these databases do not adequately serve the needs of those looking for journal literature from Sri Lanka. In fact, they provide a “snapshot in time” level of access to selected titles and selected online resources from select subject areas covering brief time periods. The proposed database would have a comprehensive coverage of titles from 1846 to the present including titles from all subject areas. 

The following summary illustrates the limitations of these resources:


· Bibliography of Asian Studies http://quod.lib.umich.edu/b/bas/ – includes articles published since 1971. The database is selective of Sri Lankan literature, is not current and it is not a free service. The Bibliography of Asian Studies is a subset of Digital South Asian Library, which comes under one of Center for Research Libraries (CRL) projects.

· CRL is involved in this geographic area as part of their Global Resources Program. They have identified specific subject areas for the Bibliography of Asian Studies (BAS) which includes a few selected journals on “fast track”, covering the period starting from 1971. However, as I mentioned earlier, it is not a free service – which makes it impossible for me to collaborate with them as my main objective is to make Sri Lankan research visible and freely accessible. 

· PAIR (Portal to Asian Internet Resources) http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/PAIR/ – is a database of internet resources. It is not an index to journal articles.

· Sarai (South Asia Resource Access on the Internet)  http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/southasia/cuvl/ – a website providing access to other online sources on South Asia. It is part of the Digital South Asian Library http://dsal.uchicago.edu/ . 
· Digital Library of the Commons http://dlc.dlib.indiana.edu/view/subjects/cpr-mesa.html This is an open access digital library that includes a very limited number of articles by Sri Lankan authors.

· The National Science Foundation of Sri Lanka provides an online version of the Sri Lanka Science Index through their website http://thakshana.nsf.ac.lk/wwwisis/slsi/form.htm. However, this database does not cover subject areas in the social sciences and humanities, areas which are being increasingly sought after by researchers from other countries. 

I am seeking funds from LAUC for Phase I of my research project – which is to develop an Indexing and Abstracting database of Sri Lankan research. I plan to collaborate with the National Science Foundation of Sri Lanka for Phase II of this research – i.e. the digitization of full text and continuation of this project. I have already consulted with the Principal Information Officer of the Sri Lanka National Science Foundation, and I received a very positive response. We have discussed the possibility of seeking grant funding from other sources such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation or the Elsevier Foundation, etc., for the digitizing stage.

 I have 18 years experience as an academic librarian in Sri Lanka and I worked as the Serials Librarian at the University of Colombo for several years during which time I gained first hand knowledge about Sri Lankan journals. I believe that I could make a valuable contribution to the worldwide research community and improve library services by developing an authoritative index on Sri Lankan research.

Approximately 90 periodical titles from Sri Lanka are available in UC Libraries. However, these journals remain underutilized as the material cannot be located easily. These prompted me to request, and receive a LAUC-R research grant to conduct a pilot project to make an index to Sri Lankan journals available at UC campuses during 2006-2007. The research highlighted some of the difficulties and inadequacies of collecting the data. There were many gaps in the holdings of the journal series and quite a number of the titles were not accessible for photocopying as they were housed in regional storage facilities. I plan to request the items through Inter Library Loan. The resulting index is not complete and as such, it is not yet ready to be made available for wider use by the public. 

I have created a website that deals with information regarding scholarly materials and resources in Sri Lanka – http://srilankaresearch.org (Appendix1). Although a small portion of the database from the pilot project can be searched via the web site, search functions are limited as it is based on an Access Database (Appendix 2). For the proposed project, I plan to get the help of a programmer working for the INFOMINE project at UCR to design a database based on iVia software http://ivia.ucr.edu/ that would enable automatic metadata harvesting and greater search facilities. The iVia software facilitates automatic indexing of the content, and additional natural language keywords will be added manually. The software would also enable OpenURL linking wherever applicable (only a handful of Sri Lankan Journals are available online at present). The usability of the current version and contents has not been assessed by any experts because the website is still at a very early construction stage. The look and feel of the database is expected to be comparable to any commercial database once the software and the new design are in place. Such a website specially dedicated to providing access to research material via a powerful search engine could serve as a valuable resource for libraries as well as researchers for years to come. It would not only help researchers to find information, but it would also help maximize the visibility, usage and impact of Sri Lankan research.

This project would also help researchers and scholars at the local level within Sri Lanka who live in areas where they do not have ready access to research libraries. I am planning to seek ways and means to make the database available offline to help those who do not have access to the Internet. Once completed, this project could serve as the starting point of a larger initiative – that of building an electronic library such as SciELO - Scientific Electronic Library Online http://www.scielo.org/php/index.php (provides free access to scientific journal articles from Brazil, Chile, Cuba, and Spain), medIND – Biomedical journals from India http://medind.nic.in/ and J-STAGE - Japan Science and Technology Information Aggregator, Electronic http://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/, etc., that provides free open access to Sri Lankan journals. 

Design and Methodology
The proposed index will include articles from approximately 90-100 English language scholarly journals published in Sri Lanka since 1846. Although Melvyl catalog lists approximately 90 titles, not all are scholarly publications, and subscriptions to many of the titles have ceased over the years. The proposed index would include new titles in addition to scholarly journals available in UC campuses.

Project goals:

1. Visit 5 libraries in Sri Lanka that have strong collections of Sri Lankan journals to identify journals to be included in the index, and compile an updated list of scholarly journals published in Sri Lanka. 

2. Collect bibliographic data pertaining to scholarly journal articles published in Sri Lanka, by photocopying contents and abstract pages of:

a) Journal issues that are missing from UC campus collections to fill the gaps in the database created during the pilot project.

b) Journals that are not held by UC campuses.

3. Create a database utilizing INFOMINE / iVia software. 
4. Design a customized search box that could be incorporated into the already existing http://srilankaresearch.org  website to provide online access to the database.

5. Analyze the records to identify trends in Sri Lankan research and present the findings at a future conference.

6. Publish a research paper.

The first part of the project would be the creation of a database using the IVia software and a customized importer to transfer the data from the database developed during the pilot project funded by LAUC-R. A customized search box and display features will be designed and the database will be incorporated to my http://srilankaresearch.org website to make the database available online. I have discussed with Julie Mason (Co-Director, INFOMINE Project), the possibility of getting the help of a programmer from the INFOMINE project for the database design part of this project. We have already consulted the programmer regarding the project, and according to the programmer, it would take about two days to create the data filters and design the search box. Once the database is created the data from the pilot project will be transferred to the new database.

I will make a new, comprehensive list that combines Melvyl, Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory, the National Science Foundation of Sri Lanka and the journals collected from the National Library in Sri Lanka, making the first accurate list. This would help save time and speed up the process of updating the list when I visit libraries in Sri Lanka. 

The next step would be visiting 5 libraries in Sri Lanka (2 in Kandy and 3 in Colombo) that have major holdings of Sri Lankan journal literature. The libraries I wish to visit are as follows:

1.   University of Peradeniya Library in Kandy. This library has a special Sri
      Lanka collection and to my knowledge holds the largest collection of Sri 
      Lankan journals.  

2.   Library of the Post Graduate Institute of Agriculture, University of Peradeniya 
      in Kandy.

3. The National Library in Colombo 

4. The National Science Foundation Library in Colombo

5. The National Museum Library in Colombo for some of the older issues of journals not available at the other libraries.

I will continue the updating of the list of scholarly journals published in Sri Lanka as and when I visit the above libraries and at the same time collect photocopies of contents and abstracts, cover, masthead, verso of cover if it has publisher information, and table of contents pages of the required journals. I plan to collaborate with my colleagues in Sri Lanka for getting some of the photocopies made in advance, in order to cut down on the time I spend in Colombo. It is not practical to use scanning and new collaborative software such as Wikis. Based on my experience with my earlier effort, I find it easier to enter the data and index the records at the same time. These library visits will give me the opportunity to establish the infrastructure needed to ensure sustainability and continuity.

I plan to enter the bibliographic data into the database myself, in my own time. This way I can get to know about the research that has been conducted in Sri Lanka, and this knowledge would be very useful at the next part of the project where I plan to analyze Sri Lankan research trends. I plan to present my findings at a conference (maybe at a South Asian Conference or at the Annual Sessions of the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science) and publish an article in the Journal of The National Science Foundation of Sri Lanka.

Calendar for Completion

July 2008
Create database, transfer data from the pilot project and make database searchable and accessible via website.

August 2008


Visit libraries in Sri Lanka, collect data.

September 2008 - September 2009  
Data entry 


October 2009 - January 2010 

Data analysis and presentation at a conference


February 2010 – May 2010

Write paper

June 2010


Final Report to LAUC

Budget for 2008-2009

    Total amount requested from LAUC statewide research funds: $ 5,415

    Supplies: 
             
             Photocopying of journal contents pages     
$ 1,000

    Total Supplies:                                                                       
$ 1,000

     Travel:      

     
LAX – Colombo                                   
$ 2,015
(Economy low season roundtrip airfare)
           
Travel Agency - Ceylon Holiday Travel & Tours (based in LA)
 
 
                                                                          

      
Kandy 5 days per diem @ 127 

$ 635




      
Colombo 5 days per diem @ 193

$ 965


        
(US Federal Government rates – these include
        
food, accommodation and transport)


     Total Travel:                                                                        
 $ 3,615
Other Expenses:  

Personnel

        Programmer     2 days @ $ 400/day               
 $  800
     Total Other Expenses: 




   
 $   800

     Total State-Wide Research Funds Requested:                  
$ 5,415
Appendix 1

http://srilankaresearch.org web site
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Appendix 2

Sri Lanka Research web site – display of search results
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Geetha Yapa

University of California Riverside

Science Library

P.O. Box 5900

Riverside CA 92517-5900

Phone: (951)-827-6442






     

Education

MLS (ALA equivalent)  1994   
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 

B.Sc.  
1981
 


University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 


Diploma in Library & Information Science
 1986

 





University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 



Certificate in Teaching in Higher Education
1998
          University of Colombo, Accredited by Staff & education Development 
Association (SEDA) UK
Professional Experience
March 2001 – Present    
University of California, Riverside.




Science Reference Librarian


· Provide reference assistance to students, faculty and researchers    
of the School of Engineering and College of Natural Sciences.
· Serve as instruction coordinator for the UCR Science Library. 
     Work as a team in planning, developing, refining and providing
     library instruction sessions to students and others. Collaborate 
      with faculty and other campus units to provide library instruction,
      orientation sessions and tours of the library.
· Provide in depth bibliographic instruction and end-user training 
     sessions for faculty, graduate students and researchers.
· Offer specialized course integrated instruction in collaboration with 
     faculty.
· Develop traditional and web based instructional material, guides, 
     handouts etc.
· Serve as library liaison for the department of Biology.
· Collection Development in the areas of Biology and Genetics.
 1982 – 2000    

University of Colombo, Sri Lanka
Senior Assistant Librarian
 August 1997 -2000
 

    
Medical Faculty Library, University of Colombo

· Provided reference and instructional services to students, researchers, faculty and members of the health community.

· Provided end-user searches and customized services to users through innovative methods such as Current Awareness and SDI services. 

· Database management and dissemination of information through the use of electronic media as well as traditional means.

· Resource sharing activities through library networks on a national, 

· regional, and international level.

· Day to day management of the library and supervision of 18 FT staff.

· Collection development and technical services such as cataloguing, classification etc.



Assist. Lib. / Senior Assistant Librarian     Sept. 1989 – July 1997
                     Periodicals Division, Central Library, Univ. of Colombo

· Management of the Serials department.

· Supervising 3FT staff and managing the periodicals help desk.
receiving, processing Ordering and binding of serials.

· Collection development through subscriptions, gifts and exchange 

· programs.

· Resource sharing through inter library lending and other cooperative activities.



Assistant Librarian 
 August 1982 - August 1989   



Science Faculty Library, Univ. of Colombo

· Provided reference and instructional services to students, researchers, faculty and members of the scientific community.

· Provided end-user searches and customized services to users through innovative methods such as Current Awareness and SDI services.

· Management and administration of the faculty Library.

· Planning and implementation of short and long term activities.

· Collection development in all areas of natural and physical sciences.


Teaching Experience
Lecturer – MLS Degree Course in Library & Information Science, 


      Univ. of Colombo.   October 1995 - 2000

Assist. Lecturer in Zoology University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

      March 1982 - July 1982      

Demonstrator in Zoology 
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

      Oct. 1981 - Feb. 1982
 

Member of the Teaching Faculty, Sri Lanka Library Association
                October 1998 - 2000


Conducted regular workshops on "How to search for information” for researchers attached to the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science.


Conducted regular workshops on "How to carry out a Literature Survey" for Medical Practitioners attached to the Ministry of Health and Indigenous Medicine, Sri Lanka.


Research
“Inculcating Information skills in schools”, Ph.D. research (1997-2000), Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of Colombo.

“Preservation of Library material in academic libraries in Sri Lanka with special reference to the Science Faculty Library, University of Colombo”, carried out as part fulfillment of the MLS, 1994.

Selected list of Publications

Yapa, Geetha. Do Children Read? :Reading habits of Sri Lankan Pre-Teens. Sri Lanka Library Review (New Series). Vol. 18 June 2004, pp. 58-72.


Yapa, Geetha. HELLIS Network Country Report - Sri Lanka. Proceedings of the Intercountry Meeting on Strengthening Health Literature Library and Information Network (HELLIS), Bangkok, 26-30 July 1999.

Yapa, Geetha. Final Report of the National Consultant, Libraries Component, World Bank GEP II Project, Sri Lanka, May 1999. 

Yapa, Geetha.  School Libraries in Sri Lanka : A Sate-of-the Art Report. School Libraries Worldwide Vol. 4/2, 1998 pp. 1-14

Yapa, Geetha. Libraries and National Development. Sri Lanka Library Review Vol. 12(2) 1998, pp. 63-69.

Yapa, Geetha. Entrepreneurship in Academic Libraries: Strategies and guidelines. In Libraries in National Development Vol. II, Proceedings of the Tenth Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 21-25 May 1996, pp. 219-229.

Selected Presentations

“HELLIS: A network of Health Science Libraries Across South-East Asia" ALA Annual Conference, Washington DC. June 2007.


“Partnering with the Libraries for Academic Success”, Vicki Bloom, Julie Mason, Debbi Renfrow and Geetha Yapa. Scholarship of Teaching Speaker Series. Science Library University of California Riverside. Nov. 2006.

“Sourcing and buying books for libraries: from Colombo to California”. Guest Speaker at the Annual conference of the Sri Lanka Booksellers Association. Kalutara, Sri Lanka. September 2006.

 “Molecular Biology Information Sources”. UCR Science Library. March 2005.

“The concept of God in Buddhism”. Seminar on the concept of God. Baitul Hameed Mosque Chino, California.  [Guest Speaker – invited by a UCR student]. 2005.

“Internet Resources for Health Professionals” at the Workshop on Research Methodology: Literature Search. Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo. 2005.

Key Resource person at the Seminar on “Health Information Resources for Health Professionals and Health Librarians”. National Science Foundation Sri Lanka.  2005.

Presentations: -  “Health Information Sources : PubMed” 
 


    “Health Information Resources: NCBI and other Resources”


“Entrepreneurship in Academic Libraries: Strategies and guidelines” Tenth Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, May 1996

Conferences / Workshops attended

ALA Annual Conference. June 21-27 2007. Washington D.C. 

“Infusing Information Literacy throughout the UCs: Programmatic Considerations and Practical Approaches”. A Forum sponsored by SOPAG, the Heads of Public Services (HOPS) and the UC Information Literacy Common Interest Group.  August 2006. University of California Irvine. California.

"Libraries: Dynamic Engines for the Knowledge and Information Society" 72 nd IFLA General Conference. 20-24 August 2006.  Seoul, Korea. 
“Transformations A-Z”, The Medical Library Association Annual Meeting. 19-24 May 2006. Phoenix, AZ, USA.  

“Enriching the Indigenous Southeast Asian Collections in Libraries” 20-21 April 2005. Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati City, Philippines. 

2004 ALA Annual Conference, June 24-29, 2004, Orlando, Florida.

“Digital Library Services for UC’s Libraries”, June 3rd, 2004, UCI, California.

“MLGSCA – Health Statistics: Navigating the data”, April 15, 2004, UCR.

“Moving from Traditional BI to Information Literacy” CARL-SCIL Spring Program. May 2003. Cal State Univ. Long Beach. California. 

“Integrating Information Literacy into the Disciplines: Is Science Different?”                Joint SEAL-South, sCIL & Carldig meeting,  Friday April 25, 2003, California                 State Polytechnic University, Pomona. California.

“Active learning as a pedagogical approach to information literacy”,  CARL sCIL Spring Program. May 2002. University of California Irvine. 

“Generating Knowledge: The Power of Academic and Research Libraries” - CARL 9th Conference May 2002. Asilomar, California.

“BIG6™ Conference : Impact on Instruction, Teaching Information & Technology” August 10–12, 2001 San Jose, California.

“Networking for Effective Libraries and Information Services ( Net ELIS)

Conference” October 17-23, 1999. Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

63rd IFLA Conference, 29thAug - 3rd Sep. 1997. Copenhagen, Denmark.

64th IFLA Conference, August 1998. Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

65th IFLA Conference, 23-27 August 1999. Bangkok, Thailand.

“Under One Umbrella”. Annual Conference of the Library Association UK, June, 27-28, 1997. Manchester, UK.

“Bridging the Gap”. Annual Conference of the International Association of School Librarianship. 6-11 July 1997. Vancouver, Canada. 

Tenth Congress of Southeast Asian Librarians (CONSAL). 21-25 May 1996.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Professional Affiliations

Librarians Association of the University of California (LAUC)


LAUC-R Secretary from September 2002


Member of the LAUC-R personnel Committee,  2001-2002


Member of the LAUC-R Research Committee, 2002-2003

Chair LAUC-R Program Committee 2003-2004


Member of LAUC-R Program Committee 2004-2007

International Association of School Librarianship – Member from1997 – Present

Medical Library Group of Southern California & Arizona (MLGSCA) – Member from 2004

California Academic & Research Libraries Association (CARL) – Member  2002-2003

Sri Lanka Library Association – Life Member

Council Member representing School Libraries (1999-2000)

University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka – Member from 1982-2000

University Teachers Association of Sri Lanka – Member from 1982-2000

American Studies Association of Sri Lanka - Editor (1998-2000)

International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) - Member 1998-2000

Professional Activities and consulting experience:

Served as UCR representative for the University of California Libraries Heads of Public Service (HOPS) Campus Interest Group on Information Literacy, from October 2002 - September 2006.

Served as Librarians Association of the University of California Riverside (LAUC-R) representative to the system-wide Information Literacy Task Force from October 2002-2003.

Worked as a National Coordinator for the Library component of the World Bank Funded 2nd general Education Project, Ministry of Education and Higher Education Sri Lanka from Oct. 1999 to 29th February 2000.

Worked as the National Consultant for the Library component of the World Bank Funded 2nd general Education Project, Ministry of Education and Higher Education Sri Lanka from February 1999 - May 1999. Drafted “School Library Policy” and “School Library Standards” for Sri Lanka.

Member of the final drafting committee for the “UNESCO School Library Manifesto”, Amsterdam, 1998.

Grants /Awards 

Jean Lowrie Leadership Development Award by the International Association of School Librarianship (IASL) in 1997.

The British Council Visiting Fellowship to attend the International Graduate Summer School at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth in 1997.

Danida Grant to attend the 63rd IFLA Conference held in Denmark, 1997.

UNESCO Books in Schools Award on behalf of Isipathana College, Sri Lanka, 1999 awarded by IASL.

Selected Continuing Professional Education - Courses / Workshops 

“Teaching About Evidence-based Practice - librarian's role in evidence-based practice (EBP)” CE Course, Phoenix, MLA 2006.

NCBI/NLM Training: Introduction to Molecular Biology information Resources, Chicago, Dec. 15-17, 2004.

First TDR/LNK Training Course on the use of Internet for Research conducted under the UNDP/ World Bank/ WHO Special Program for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR), from 29 Sep. to 1st Oct. 1999 in Geneva, Switzerland.

International Graduate Summer School on Digital/Electronic Libraries, University of Wales, Aberystwyth (3 weeks in June 1997).

PAGE  
18

