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I propose to continue my research in the area of gay and lesbian American history, which I began with a LAUC-funded project in 1999.  Once again I will be investigating an aspect of American history that has been largely ignored by traditional scholarship.  Under this new phase of my research I would like to continue the chronology of my investigations, this time focusing on the period of the 1830s and 1840s.  Specifically I will be researching the fur trade in the Rockies, the annual trapper rendezvous celebrations, and European travelers who ventured into this area and subsequently wrote about their experiences.  My research will entail visits to the two archives which are the primary holders of manuscript collections concerning the fur trade.  As an archivist and a writer on gay history I have the combination of skills necessary to carry out this project.  I plan to visit the Missouri Historical Society in the summer of 2006 and the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives in the spring of 2007, with an ultimate goal of completing a book manuscript by summer of 2008.

I.  ACCOMPLISHMENTS and EVALUATION

· Describe what was achieved during the time period of the grant.  

As I began my research I became intrigued by the story of one particular European traveler who was involved in the American fur trading industry.  I became convinced that his story would provide the best focus for my research, so I changed my plans from a general survey of the fur industry to a fully-developed biography.
· What aspects were completed as proposed?  If your study could not be completed as proposed, explain how your plans were altered. 

As I originally attended, I traveled to St. Louis and visited the Missouri Historical Society.  I was able to combine this research trip with attendance at the Annual Meeting of the American Association of Law Libraries, thereby saving my grant the cost of airfare.  With the change of focus of my research, the Hudson’s Bay Company became less important, so I switch my second research trip from Canada to New York.

· Did the project accomplish what it intended? Did it make a difference?

I am still involved in the research aspect of my project.  On my own I have funded two additional research trips, one to New Orleans and one to Europe, and next month I will be taking a fifth (and I believe, final) research trip, this time to Wyoming.  While I have sketched a few sections of the book, the writing of the biography will begin in earnest once I return from that trip. My goal is still to have the manuscript completed by next summer.   My LAUC grant was essential to this entire process; while it funded only a part of my research travel, I doubt I would have even begun this process without the funding I received from LAUC.
· What would you do differently next time, if anything?  
I definitely would have asked for more funding.  Also, my local committee urged me to include in the grant the costs of ordering photocopies.  I declined, saying that my research would be done on the spot, and would not require photocopies.  This was extremely foolish, as I have found it necessary to order copies of correspondence from archives I was not able to visit.

· What advice do you have for others applying for LAUC research grants?

Do not try to keep your grant request as lean as possible.  Assume that your research might head into unforeseen directions once you begin gathering information, and make provisions for the unexpected.

II. IS YOUR PROJECT COMPLETED?   Yes X__      No__

If No, what is needed to complete the project?  Is more time needed?  Or more funds?

III. FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Please explain how the funds received were spent.   Attach your original budget and indicate how well your estimates matched with actual expenditures.  Receipts are not necessary.

Original budget
Airfare (roundtrip)


San Francisco to St. Louis

$ 500.00


San Francisco to Winnipeg

   600.00

Transfers




$ 200.00

Hotel


St. Louis (four nights)


$ 520.00


Winnipeg (four nights)

   520.00

Meals (at UC per diem rate)


St. Louis (three days)


$ 150.00


Winnipeg (three days)


   150.00

TOTAL




$2640.00

The change in focus for my research totally changed my expenditures.  I was able to save the cost of airfare to St. Louis by scheduling my visit to coincide with the American Association of Law Libraries meeting.  I flew in early, and spent four days doing research.  The total for my hotel during those four nights was slightly higher than I had budgeted, but I spent less than half of my per diem for the period.  My hotel bill alone for a week at a budget hotel near the New-York Historical Society and the New York Public Library (the archives I visited) was more than the rest of my grant, so my airfare to New York and all my meals and additional expenses were paid out of my own pocket.
IV. SHARING YOUR PRODUCT/RESULTS

What are your plans for disseminating the results of your work? If it will be a web page or product, or published article or book, when will it be available to the public?  Include citations/URLs if known.

As mentioned above, I will be writing a book based on the result of my research, with a goal of completing it by next summer.  My previous book, Male-Male Intimacy in Early America, which I researched with help from a previous LAUC grant, has sold well and has received very good reviews (and was a Stonewall Book Award honoree for 2007), so I am fairly confident that I will be able to find a publisher for the manuscript.
V. NOTE

Information included in this report may be reprinted or posted on the web for dissemination to UCOP, other UC Libraries, and future potential LAUC grant applicants.

